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Debbie  
Worch

Debbie Worch volunteers for many organizations 
throughout Klamath Country specializing in quilt making.  
She made 80 quilts, together with the Dorris Quilters Club, 

for the beds at the Klamath Falls Gospel Mission’s new 
facility. Deb has served on the board of directors for the 

Butte Valley Rural Health Clinic for the past 40 years.  
She has served for 23 years on the Tulelake Area Service  

Club (six years as president). 

29th annual Klamath Country  
Volunteer of the Year program

A special salute to 36 local individuals & organizations 
Presented by

In partnership with the KMSB Foundation 

2022 Klamath Country
Volunteer of the Year
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29TH ANNUAL  
Klamath Country Volunteer of the Year 

By LEROY CABRAL
United Way Executive Director

April 17 through April 23 is national 
volunteer week. �irty-six individuals 
and organizations were nominated and 

received an award.  
       Our thanks to the KMSB Foundation for 
partnering with United Way to honor these 
community heroes and organizations for their 
service to Klamath Country citizens.

A special thanks to local media members Rob 
Siems (Basin Mediactive), Bob Wynne (Wynne 
Broadcasting), Joe Hudon (Herald and News), 
and Nancy Jarvis (KOTI-TV) for reading 
and judging all the nominations. �e judges 
unanimously agreed, “this was hard--everyone 
nominated was so amazing.” Congratulations 

to Debbie Worch for receiving the highest score 
and being selected the 2022 Klamath Country 
Volunteer for the Year.

I want to thank the hundreds of United Way 
donors and volunteers for raising $502,400 

in our 2021 
community 
campaign. 
Twenty-�ve 
volunteers are 
busy now 
reviewing 
proposals 
from 15 local 
social service 
agencies seeking  
United Way funds. 

�eir recommendations to our United 
Way’s 24-person board of directors will  
play an integral part in deciding how best to 
allocate your contributions to serve everyone 
in need.

Sheri Hargrave
Fund Distribution chair

Amber Gomes
United Way president

2022 
United  

Way fund 
distribution 

team
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Klamath Country Volunteer of the Year Nominees
 Marianne Boshuizen 
volunteers four days a week 
at The Salvation Army food 
pantry assisting those in 
need of a food box and/or 
an assortment of food at the 
Produce Connection.  Marianne 
also helps out by sweeping 
the parking lot, takes out 
the garbage, and makes cakes to celebrate 
everyone’s birthday who regularly helps out at 
The Salvation Army. 
Cindy Camozzi has been an active volunteer 
for two years helping disabled senior citizens 
and adults through the Klamath Village Program 
o�ered by the Senior Citizens’ Center.  Her 
motivation is to help seniors so they can remain 
living independently in their homes. Cindy helps 
with housework, medical transportation, grocery 
shopping, managing bills and home security 
e�orts. 
Connie Ferguson is a foster grandparent and 

loves kids.  She has volunteered 
with the Klamath KID Center for 
about eight months working 
four to six hours nearly every 
day.   Connie attends sta� 
meetings, participates in 
training programs, helps with 
arts and crafts, serves meals to 
the kids and watches over them 

during nap time at the Center.  “The kids love 
Connie and she loves them,” says the KID Center 
director. 
Gordan & 
Beverly 
Greenland 
have 
volunteered 
at the Klamath 
Falls Gospel 
Mission for 
many years.  
At the annual Thanksgiving and Christmas 
celebratory dinner events, Gordan and Beverly 
help serve meals and dessert to attendees.   
Throughout the year they travel to Medford 
to pick up donated food and supplies from St. 

Vincent De Paul.
Leticia Hill volunteers for the Bonanza Jr./Sr. 
High School performing a 
variety of tasks such as Booster 
Club treasurer for the past four 
years and runs the concession 
stands for the junior class 
during most games.  She 
directed the baseball teams 
“Tri-tip fund raiser event, helps 
with the FFA and 4H program 
activities, and organized the “Book Fair” for the 
elementary school.  
Leland Hunter has served as a volunteer 

�re�ghter since 1989 for the 
Bly RFPD.  He was appointed 
by the board of directors as 
�re chief in 2019.  When the 
Bonanza Ambulance could not 
respond to emergency calls for 
a period of time, Leland stepped 
in answering 96 calls for help.  
Some of these included persons 

needing COVID-19 emergency care.  Leland also 
serves on the board of directors of the Bly Water 
and Sanitation District.  
Jennifer Laitinen is a teacher at Klamath Falls 
City Schools and also enjoys 
volunteering each week with 
her Boy Scout Troop #71 
activities.  She has served in 
many capacities with the Crater 
Lake Boy Scout Council such 
as advancement leader, adult 
leader during summer camp, 
and this past year was the lead 
person for the fund-raising popcorn sales for 
the Klamath District. 
Steve Matthies volunteers �ve days a week 

for The Salvation Army.  He 
organizes the food pantry 
throughout the week stocking 
all the shelves and maintains 
an inventory check list.  He  also 
assists clients by providing 
them with food boxes and 
vegetables during the Produce 
Connection give away.  During 

the holidays, Steve also assists with the Salvation 
Army toys for kids program assembling toys by 
various categories.
Regina Morris has served as the chairperson for 
the Ross Ragland Theater Guild 
for several years.  Since 2014, 
she has volunteered about 200 
hours annually making sure the 
ushers and all the volunteers are 
organized and assignments are 
made before each performance.   
COVID 19 has challenged Regina 
to recruit new members to the 
Guild.   Regina also serves on the Ross Ragland 
Theater board of directors and runs the monthly 
Leadership Team meetings.
Melissa Osterlund joined the Solid Ground 

Equine Assisted Services 
organization as a volunteer in 
January of 2021.  After retiring 
from the Air Force, Mellissa 
found an opportunity to help 
others and her community at 
Solid Ground.   
She took on each task with a 
“can-do” enthusiasm and was 

nominated by her peers to be Solid Ground’s 
2021 Volunteer of the year.
Cheryl Kemry-Owens is the 
volunteer director for the past 
three years of the Inner Court 
Family Center in Paisley, OR.  
Cheryl started a can/bottle 
recycling program to help raise 
funds for the organization.  The 
agency board had an empty 
building not in use and Cheryl 
organized a team of volunteers to give it a fresh 
look.   The building was then used as a branch 
of the Paisley library.  Amy also volunteers for 

her church and at her school.  
Captain Michael Parsons 
began volunteering with the 
Klamath Country Search & Dive 
Rescue team in 1987 (35 years 
ago).  He was promoted to the 
rank of Captain in 2018.

NOMINEES continued on Page 4 
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Nominees ...
Continued from Page 3

 The work of these highly trained certi� ed 
divers has received national recognition.  In 
2021, Captain Parsons volunteered 160 hours 
(down from his normal 1000 hours per year 
due to health issues).  Parsons has been on 
thousands of missions, saved many lives, 
trained countless volunteers, and has served 
Klamath County with distinction.  
Johanna Scholer retired as a member of the 

professional sta�  at Friends 
of the Children of Klamath 
County in July of 2021.  She 
has continued serving the 
organization volunteering 
hundreds of hours establishing 
a new data base conversion; 
worked on capital campaign 
projects writing various grants; 

helped with the annual Friend Raiser campaign 
by procuring auction items and has helped 
with other marketing duties.
Dirk Smelzer is 19-year-
old freshman at Oregon 
Tech majoring in business 
management.  Dirk became 
a Tiger Cub member of Boy 
Scouts the summer before 
� rst grade.  His involvement, 
dedication and leadership with 
Boy Scouts has continued to 
� ourish and earned him national recognition as 
the � rst Gateway Region Chief for the National 
Order of the Arrow in 2021. His leadership and 
training responsibilities encompass scouting 
regions throughout much of the United States 
and the Far East.  

Bonnie Wilkerson is an active 
91-year-old volunteer for 
Klamath Hospice Treasures 
Thrift Store.  She consistently 
works three days a week training 
volunteers and organizing the 
linen department of the store.  
She also enjoys greeting and 
working with customers.  Bonnie 

also volunteers for the Bible Baptist Church’s 
Food Bank.  

Citizens for Safe Schools has operated in 
Klamath Falls for the past 22 years with a 

mission to create a safe 
and drug free community 
where all children (especially 
those at risk of delinquency, 
violence, academic failure, 
and victimization) have 
opportunities to build 
resiliency and character.  The 
agency has 75 volunteer 
mentors and serve 110    at-

risk youth with mentoring services throughout 
their � ve programs.  (Identi� ed and pictured 
here are just a few of the organization’s local 
heroes).
Charles Curtis has volunteered 
for three years with the Citizens 
for Safe Schools Kids in the 
Middle program.  He serves as a 
mentor to a youth and donates 
countless hours.  
Tina McCallister for the past 
� ve years has mentored three 

youth and 
volunteered more than 260 
hours helping them to become 
more con� dent in their ability to 
succeed in whatever path they 
choose.  Says one of her mentees:  
I really needed another person 
besides my mom to talk to.  We do 
a lot of things together like going 

for ice cream.   Thank you for your kindness.”  
Courtney Neubauer serves as a mentor in the 
Citizens PRIDE Circle program volunteering 
several hours monthly.   The 
PRIDE Circle program was 
developed as a suicide risk 
prevention program for LGBTQ+ 
young people.  She helped 
develop and organize a training 
program for more than 200 
mental health professionals in 
the Klamath Basin to improve 
understanding of Gender Diversity and LGBTQ+ 
populations and their experiences within 
mental health systems. 
Je�  S. Press is a volunteer mentor in the 
PRIDE Circle program, and also serves on the 
Citizens for Safe Schools board of directors.  

He has attended nearly every 
PRIDE Circle meeting since its 
inception 18 months ago.  Je�  
also  volunteers to direct shows 
for children at the Linkville 
Playhouse and directs youth 
in summer camp productions 
at the Ross Ragland Theater.  
Polly Ganong-Strahan is also a 

volunteer mentor in the PRIDE Circle program, 
and the organization’s director 
says of Polly: “She spreads love 
& hope to our PRIDE Circle 
participants, youth and adults”
Linda Weatherford is an 
original role model of the PRIDE 
Circle program in Klamath Falls 

and helped to 
recruit other 
mentors and communicate the 
need for this program to our 
community.  She attends all the 
meetings and special events.  
Local youth turn to Linda for 
encouragement, guidance, 
support, and know that she is 

always willing and able to help them through 
their tough times.  

 Henley High School Key Club consists of 
students, under the director of advisor Linnae 
Salvati, who select community projects that will 
improve the quality of life for everyone in the 
Klamath Basin. Once the projects are identi� ed, 
they raise funds and encourage their student 
body to get involved and go to work to 

NOMINEES continued on Page 5
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Youth Division
Nathan Elwood graduated from Henley High School 
in June of 2021.  He currently attends the Oregon 
Institute of Technology.  Nathan received an Eagle 
Scout accommodation from the Crater Lake Boy 
Scouts Counsel for completion of a school project 
during his  senior year.  Nathan saw a need for a new 
equipment shed for the school athletic department.  
He drew up the plans, raised funds, procured 
donated materials, and completed the project.   

Bell Riley is a junior at Klamath Union High School 
and serves as a key leader with DECA (a national 
marketing/leadership club), and also serves as 
secretary of the Associated Student Body leadership 
team.  Bell managed the weekly meetings of the ASB 
team and developed daily goals for committee team 
members.  Bell organized the homecoming parade, 
school dances, the Mr. Pelican event, organized 
a 5-day DECA Cornhole tournament, a pet food 
donation program, and placed � rst in two events at 
the state DECA competition.  

Alexis McGonigle is a sophomore at Mazama High 
School and is active with several organizations 
including Klamath & Lake County Food Bank, 
Klamath Falls BMX, and serves as a founding member 
of the Citizens for Safe Schools Youth Led Action 
Coalition.   Alexis was able to discuss issues with 
administrators at both Klamath Falls City Schools 
and County School regarding chronic student 
absenteeism and truancy.  The Coalition’s input was 
incorporated into  solutions and system changes to 
address these issues.  

2022 KLAMATH COUNTRY VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

Finalists Nominees ...
Continued from Page 4

complete the projects. The students donated about 200 
hours to accomplish the following good deeds: sponsor 
equipment for a new Moore Park Playground, help out 
the Klamath Lutheran Food Pantry, and held their annual 
“Students for United Way coin drive.” 

Klamath County Sheri� ’s O�  ce Mature Volunteers 
Program are volunteers 50 years of age 
and older who contribute between eight 
to 25 hours a week doing various tasks for 
the sheri� ’s o�  ce such as vacation house 
checks, � nger printing, � ling, computer 
entry, and help at community events such 
as fairs and parades.

Ross Ragland Theater Guild are 
volunteers 
age 16 and older who normally 
volunteer about 3,000 hours 
annually performing usher 

duties, taking tickets, operating concession and alcohol 
sales, greeting patrons, janitorial functions, merchandise 
sales and fundraising. During the COVID crisis the number of 
events at RRT were reduced and Guild members volunteered 
about 1,300 hours annually. The theater has operated since 
1989 and is now getting back to normal production and 
welcomes new Guild members. 

Sons of Norway Roald #39 has 50 volunteer members 
who meet once monthly to promote education of the 
Norwegian culture. The group conducts various fund-raising 
activities and supports various organizations such as two 
youth scholarships annually, United Way, Integral Youth 
Services, Klamath County Animal Shelter, Klamath County 
Museum, participates in the Merrill Potato Festival, and the 
Christmas Bazaar. Last year, the group made and sold 100 
dozen Lefse (soft potato-based � at bread) and donated the 
funds). 
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Finalists

Lorna Lou Harris has volunteered 
with the Foster Grandparent program 
in Klamath Falls for the past 10 years 
contributing hundreds of hours working 
with children in various schools and non-
pro�t organizations.  Lorna currently 
volunteers �ve days a week at New 
Horizons Christian School working with 
second grade students to improve their 
reading, writing and math skills.  On the 
weekends, when help is needed, she 
volunteers at Integral Youth Services/
Exodus House with homeless teens.  
Foster Grandparents’ volunteers assist teachers and those 
students needing a little extra care and support in order to help 
them achieve their potential. 

Senior Division
  Debbie Worch volunteers for many organizations throughout 
Klamath Country specializing in quilt 
making.  She made 80 quilts for the beds 
at the Klamath Falls Gospel Mission’s new 
facility. The Dorris Quilters Club helped 
on this project. Debbie served as a 
mentor for Lindsey Castle’s senior project 
at Henley High School and they made 60 
quilts for the Klamath Behavioral Health’s 
safe houses.  Through Project Linus, she 
has made 20 quilts a year for the past 
10 years.  Deb has served on the board of 
directors for the Butte Valley Rural Health 
Clinic for the past 40 years.  
She has served for 23 years on the Tulelake Area Service Club 
(six years as president). She has organized multiple blood 
drives in Merrill and volunteers for their Blues Festival. She has 
volunteered for Klamath Hospice, the Tulelake fairgrounds, 
and for the past six years has been part of the Barn Quilt Trail 
volunteers (making beautiful quilts for barn roofs to help 
promote tourism).  

Adult Division
  Jamie Mangan is a member 
of the Hope Lutheran Church 
and helps out every Sunday 
with ushering, greeting and 
speaking to the congregation 
as needed.  During special 
events, she and her husband 
(Brad) cook, serve, clean 
up, and re-assemble the 
tables and chairs. Jamie led 
the youth group for three 
years planning lessons and 
organizing activities, fund raising events, and �eld 
trips.  Jamie also helps coach the Henley High School 
girls tennis team and runs the food pantry at the 
Klamath Lutheran Church.  She is an inspirational 
role model for our youth. 

Rhonda Nyseth is a public servant working 
20 years with the state of Oregon--eight years 

with the Oregon State 
Police and currently 
with the Department of 
Human Services O�ce of 
Resiliency and Emergency 
Management.  She is helping 
with the Bootleg Fire Victims 
and the Residential Dry 
Well Program.  Rhonda also 
volunteers as president of 
the Merrill Lions Club for �ve 
years, helps with the Klamath 

Basin Potato Festival, the Community Baby Shower in 
Klamath, created a Christmas wish list for children in 
foster care at her work as well as Day of Hope events 
for Child Abuse Prevention month.  
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Public Service / Safety Division   

Finalists
Sky Lakes Medical Center Volunteers donated a total of 12,840 

hours in the last 12 months. While this is a very big commitment 
on their behalf, COVID safety 
restrictions have limited 
the use of volunteers in 
some hospital departments. 
Volunteers perform vital roles 
at the hospital among which 
includes providing medical 
science scholarships to OIT students. The “Guilded Quilters” have 
returned to their weekly sessions of making quilts and small 
pillows for patients at the Cancer Treatment Center. The volunteer 
gift shops have also continued their operations to raise funds 
for special programs. A grateful community wishes to thank all 
the hospital professional and support sta� as well as volunteers 
for their dedicated �rst-response care provided every day and 
especially during the COVID pandemic. 

Bly Community Action Team

Front row from left: Jody Perozzi, Kathy Forest, Rita Perozzi, Kari 
Beckler. Back row: Patt Dunn, Linda Gerdes, Roger Baily, Leda 
Hunter, Steve Beckler.

Bly Community Action Team had more than 60 volunteers 
who participated in their organized e�ort to help the Bly area 
citizens during the “Bootleg” �re. The Bly action team opened a 
relief center on July 14th and provided vital services throughout 
the disaster until it was closed on October 8th. Through the use of 
mass media and social media, as well as public and private sector 
communications, the relief center received contributions of goods 
and money from citizens and businesses throughout Oregon.

Food was delivered weekly by trucks and trailers. The Klamath 
& Lake County Food Bank was a big help. Leda Hunter, President 
of Bly Community Action Team, said 50 families were helped 
on a regular basis. Stella and Chewy donated truck loads of pet 
food. The Oregon Community Foundation and the Ford Family 
Foundation generously donated funds to purchase needed 
building materials such as generators, solar systems, water tanks, 
propane tanks, RV batteries, even a bull dozer and other supplies. 
Says Leda, “we met some wonderful caring people throughout this 
disaster and want to thank everyone for their service and support.” 
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2022 Debbie Worch
2021 Norma Jean Wilder
2020 Andrea Malakar
2019 Janah Moore
2018 Pam Wiersma
2017 Dr. Glenn Gailis
2016 Rob Nutter
2015 Don & Joan McClendon
2014 Emily Foster
2013 Carol Usher

2012 Sharon Miller
2011 Amanda Gatz
2010 Michael L. Kaibel
2009 Stephanie C. Matheson
2008 Morgyn Lentz
2007 Mike Britton
2006 Coralle Fries
2005 Bud Spillar
2004 Keith Penman
2003 Daniel Calise

2002 Ben Coker
2001 Lori Jo Young
2000 Jesse Barker
1999 Ray Hammond
1998 Harold McColl
1997 Steve Carson
1996 Ginger Dugan
1995 Heather Ayres Reif
1994 Diane Penoli

136 N. Third Street 
Klamath Falls, OR 97601 

Phone 541-882-5558 
www.unitedwayoftheklamathbasin.org

United Way of the Klamath Basin

Klamath Country Volunteer of the Year Alumni

Henley High School Air Force 
JROTC currently has 52 cadets that 
participated in supporting 10 major 
community service events during the 
past 12 months.   This commitment 
required about 760 hours of volunteer 
service.  Among the many charities 
and organizations that have bene�ted 
from the work of these cadets include 
Bene�t for the Basin, Quota Club, Solid 
Ground Equine Assisted Activities, and 
the Department of Veterans A�airs. 
Special events included �ve color guard 
presentations, daily �ag ceremonies, 
and their annual military appreciation 
night. The JROTC mission: “Develop 
citizens of character dedicated to 
serving their nation and community.” 

Education Division   
Finalists


